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Update FEBUARY 2012

January 29th
Sunday Evening Worship at St Peter’s

6.30pm "Mere Christians”

A service of worship reflecting on the
life anhd writings of C.S. Lewis.

A sermon by C.S. Lewis onh prayer will be heard during the service!
Dom Andrew from Belmont Abbey will be joining us for this service,
who in March is leading a retreat weekend at the Abbey on the life

and work of C.S. Lewis entitled "The Business of Heaven".

RWANDAN CHILDREN’S BIBLE God is healing people today!
A TOTAL OF £2,800 HAS NOW BEEN SENT Yes, in High Town, Hereford.
TO FUND THE CHILDREN’S BIBLE. HOTS (Healing On The Streets)
THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR VERY GENEROUS DONATIONS takes place outside The Old House, High Town,
AND SUPPORT AT THE FUNDRAISING EVENTS. every Saturday from 12 noon — 2:00pm.

. Let's get Smart with Smarties! C

Did you know that ah empty tube full of 20p pieces holds £8

o . . .
and full of £1 coins holds £30? First eat the Smarties :)
Py Then every day pop your spare 20p’s ahd £1 COins into the ¢
tube until it’s full ahd hand it ih at Cchurch.
® How painless a way is that of raising cash? ®
° Contact Johathah Rendall ( the man with the Smarties ) Py
All the money will go towards the fund for
® the hew Gt Peter’s servery ®

. Save your P's for St P'dl .



OUR GOD [5 AMAZING! GREAT NEWS!

THUHE TOTAL GIVEN TOWARDS THE ST PETER'S SERVERY 15 NOW
£21,110, REPORTS 5P5> TREASURER ANDY BUTTERFILL. WITH INCOME
TAX RECLAIMED UNDER GIFT AID WE SHOULD GET ANOTHER £3,600

S0 WE ARE THERE FOR THE SERVERY!

WELL DONE AND THANK YOU TO ALL WHO CONTRIBUTED.
HOWEVER WE STILL NEED TO KEEP FUNDRAISING FOR THE MAIN DEVELOPMENT OF ST PETER'S.

THE FOLLOWING IDEAS HAVE BEEN PROPOSED. WE JUST NEED
YOUR WILL AND COMMITMENT TO PUSH THEM FORWARD.

PLEASE PRAY AND SEEK GOD'S GUIDANCE AS TO HOW YOU CAN BEST HELP.

Supermarket bag packing

— now booked Sat Feb 4 at
MORRISONS, 10am — 2pm.

15 tills to cover, 1 adult or teenager
per till, ideally in shifts of 1 hour only.
Could you spare us an hour?
— this can raise an extraordinary
amount of money but we need LOTS
of help. Contact Jenny Brooks

Exercise bike in St Peter’s
porch, church family riding in shifts
to reach goal of cycling to Rwanda
and back

Wanted fit folk
plus support team

Date to be arranged
Contact Don Langford

Promise Auction

— plenty of expertise amongst
congregation; letters needing to be
written to local businesses (or visits) to
explain project and attract goods/
promises; prospectus to be prepared;
auctioneer to be persuaded...; publicity,
refreshments etc — good money-spinner
— any house-groups up for this one?
Contact Jenny Brooks

Gardeners’ Question Time

— potential to invite Reg Moule, gar-
dening expert BBC H & W
Contact Tanya Brooks

Possibility of sponsored swim — doesn’t need whole pool
with associated costs — worth investigating .
Contact info available from Jenny Brooks

Book-reading + pudding party,
Date to be arranged
Contact Jonathan Coore

Evening of Variety, Music
and Poetry, to include food
and drink.

Anybody prepared to

perform, help with the catering or
help set up?

Date to be arranged

Contact Bill or Diana Thomas

Car boot sale

Venue and date to be arranged.
Permissions need to be sought.
Team of about 6 to marshal
and take entrance fees.
Contact Jenny Litchfield

OOT

d \SALE / &

Car washing at St James’
Potential for leafleting local area,
setting up behind church one
Saturday — needs lots of willing
hands and some co-ordination —
could this be you?

Any other Creative ideas? We heed most of these t0 get OfF the ground within the hext 6 weeks - |0tS Of pressure!
Donations — all within such a harrow timeframe — have been and will continue to be the lifeblood of this appeal.
We want to borrow as little as possible to see the FLLIC project complete.

We can do this — God has resourced us and has Called us to use this building for
His glory ahd to serve his fFlock. He will see it through alonhgside us.




Both Standfast and Valiant-for-Truth:

Paul Towner’s mention in last month’s Update of Mr Standfast
by John Buchan led me to look again at the closing pages of the
book. They describe the death of Peter Pienaar, who
deliberately crashes his aircraft into an enemy plane to save
the (tves of many soldiers on the ground beneath. Richard
Hannay (the narrator) veads from his friend Peter’s copy of
Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress”, as a salute and a farewell to his
friend - the tale of the end, not of Mr. Standfast whom he had
singled out for his counterpart, but of Mr. Valiant-for-Truth.
Bunyan’s words are:-

Then said he,
7 am going to my Father’s;
and though with great difficulty I am got hither, ‘
yet now I do not repent me of all the trouble I have been
at to arrive where I am ...
My marks and scars I carry with me,
to be a witness for me that I have fought
His battles who now will be my rewarder.”
So he passed over, and all the trumpets
sounded for him on the other side.

¢

Events of recent months have caused me to think more
than ever about the end of life heve and the beginning
of life hereafter. So Bunyan’s words move me as do the
words he gives to Mr. Standfast: “T see myself now at
the end of my journey, my toilsome days are ended. I
am going now to see that head that was crowned with
thorns and the face that was spit upon for me. I have
formerly lived by hearsay and faith; but now I go
where I shall (ive by sight, and shall be with him in
whose company I delight myself.”

Roger Newton (with acknowledgements to John Buchan and John Bunyan).

METAMORFOSE DA ARTE An insight into Mozambique

Mozambique's civil war lasted from 1976 to 1992 and the country remains
one of the poorest in the world. During the war, millions of guns and other
weapons poured into the country and most of them remain hidden or
buried in the bush. The TAE project (short for Transforming Arms into
Tools in Portuguese), set up by Bishop Dom Dinis Sengulane in 1995 and
supported by Christian Aid, is an attempt to eliminate the threat presented
by these weapons. Mozambicans are encouraged to hand them over in
exchange for items like ploughs, bicycles and sewing machines. In one
case a whole village gave up its weapons in exchange for a tractor.

Once the weapons are decommissioned, they are cut up and turned into
sculptures by four artists in Maputo. Through their work, the TAE artists
seek to challenge the view that Mozambican identity is static. The project
has produced the Tree of Life, on display in the British Museum's Great
Court, and the Throne of Weapons, which was selected as one of the 10
objects that defined the 20th Century by the BBC. The works carry
messages of transformation and hope for the future of Mozambique.

Let us continue to pray for the missionary work being undertaken by the
Holder family from our church in Mozambique, and for the TAE project.

Contributed by Bill Thomas, from various sources




YOUTH SUMMIT

WEDNESDAY 29TH FEBRUARY 7.30PM
ST JAMES’ CHURCH

WE ARE DRAWING TOGETHER ALL THOSE WITH
CURRENT OR PAST INVOLVEMENT, OR WITH A
PRAYER COMMITMENT TO OFFER, OR WHO MIGHT
BECOME VOLUNTEERS IN THE FUTURE.

THE EVENING WILL BE A MIXTURE OF LISTENING,
PRAYING, BRAIN-STORMING AND PLANNING,

WE DO HOPE THAT YOU WILL
COME ALONG AND TAKE PART.

AMONGST THE TOPICS TO BE ADDRESSED WILL BE:

PLANNING DIRECTION AND STRATEGY
FOR THE FUTURE,
IDENTIFYING, TRAINING AND RESOURCING
THE RIGHT LEADERS,

BUILDING ON OUR EXISTING SCHOOLS’ LINKS,
DEVELOPING AN INTER-GENERATIONAL APPROACH
FOR THE FUTURE,

THE ROLE OF PARENTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN
REVIEW AND PLANNING,

BUILDING A PRAYER BASE FOR OUR
YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S WORK.

ANY QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS
BEFORE THE EVENING TO PAUL TOWNER
OR JENNY BROOKS PLEASE

ARES ON HIM. HE

ARES FOR YOU.

1 PETER 57

Praying with and for
the Core Team

The Team meets on the first Tuesday of each
month (except August - they deserve their
holiday!), and recently we have been feeling
the importance of spending more time 1in
prayer as part of our service to the church.
And then it occurred to us

- why not invite others to join us?

So starting on 7th Feb 2012 our new pattern
will be: 7.30pm Coffee etc and prayer - all
welcome. 8.00-10.00pm Core Team meeting.
Do pray for us - and do join us if you wish

Naomi Bell writes:

"Prayer at St James’ will be at my house,
100A Green Street,
Monday February 13th at 8:00pm,
to avoid both the cold temperature in the
church and the Bank Holiday.”

All are welcome.
Consider yourself invited in person!

If you can’t make it, please do spend
some time in prayer for St P’s & St J’s,
using UPDATE as a guide.

NB: the Parish Prayer Meeting is at
St P’s on Tuesday February 21st.

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICES 6:30pm

February 5 St Barnabas’
February 12 United Service
at Christian Life Centre,
Edgar Street
February 19 St James’ (Holy Communion)
February 26 St Peter’s

Preparing for the
"Grand Opening" of St Peter's

The recent PCC meeting heard about the events that
are being planned to mark the completion of the
building work, and the outline of the weekly
programme that we hope to run from then on.

And with the "launch" planned for early May, we now
have three months to convert the ideas into reality.
So there will be an open evening on

Wednesday 8th February 8pm
in St James' Church
to share ideas and - very importantly - to set up
working parties to convert those ideas into reality!

At this stage we imagine there may be three groups -
but the evening may produce a better idea - covering:

. The events programme
. Publicity and communication
. Finance, fabric and furnishings

So please - come and join us -
we need your ideas, your prayers,
and your participation




Clergy Corner - Have you ever Tweeted? asks Peter Massey

(For the uninitiated Tweeting is the action of writing a short 140 word comment on the SocCial Website “Twitter’)
Ten years ago most people would have been greatly puzzied by my question sinCe Twitter was only founded in 2006,
but I cah imagihe that manhy of you still reading this have been tweeting for years without knowing it.

“Never,” T hear some Of you protest, “Who wants to read the inahe musings of strangers?“

Well, on Twitter people are encouraged to £ollow someone, often a famous person, and read and reflect on their
thoughts or ‘tweets’. T have been a follower of someone and tweeting long before 2006 but T usually Call my tweets
‘prayers’. (od is a great ohe to £ollow ahd he |oves to hear our tweets. Ih fact T would much rather discover his
tweets then read what Stephen Fry (Or some other celebrity) had for breakfast ho matter how witty they are. 1
have even recently read the testimony of someone Who rediscovered regular prayer through Twitter SO before
SOme Of you get too dismissive of modern ideas, and just beCause you don’t tweet

yourself, please don’t dismiss the tweets of others!

Incidentally if You wanht to read my daily tweets |0g onto Twitter and find @Peter2Ps
— you will never be told what I had for breakfast but you might enjoy a gentle and

illuminated titter!
Happy Tweeting (sorry, praying)! "

Tim ahd Jo Gleghorn

Great hews from Tim, Jo and family, who will be
moving to Winchester in June, where Tim will begin a ¢
year curacy at Christ Church.

Tim’s ordination will be on 1st July
at Winchester Cathedral,

and they would |ove to see ahybody who would like to
attend. Tim and Jo say “we're all thrilled and excited
about the hext stage of life ahd ministry, but also
daunted by what we need to fit in before then!”.
£ = Please pray for them.
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Thursday 3rd February, 7.30 am

Wetherspoons, Commercial Road, Hereford. Bring and Share Lunch - St James
Men of all ages welcome. _ Sunday February 26th
Come when you can, go when you must. )
More information from Please put th|S date in yOUF d|ary NOW, and J0|n

us for lunch after the 10.30 am service,
and enjoy this opportunity for fellowship.
Look for further information on the Sunday Sheet.

Peter Strevens (on 268585 or
email to thestrevens@tiscali.co.uk) or
Don Langford (on 264284 or
email to donald@donaldlangford.wanadoo.co.uk).

Words of Wisdom . .
Contributed by Naomi Bell SMM Cleonan 9

There will be working parties in each church on

The Bible was given to us, hot to inCrease our
knhowledge, but to change our lives. A Satwrday 3rd March
D.L. Moody y

All Scripture is God-breathed, and is useful
for teaching, rebuking, CcorrecCting and training
in righteousness, so that the people of God
may be thoroughly equipped

for every good work.
2 Tit 3;26-17. specific task as part of this tidy-up.

Please put the date in your
diary, and please plan to come
along and lend a hand!
Talk to one of the
churchwardens if you want to

take on any




Paul's Ponderings

I've been given for Christmas a variety of books, ranging from the early careers of
Napoleon and Wellington, through the history of Private Eye, to a fascinating study of
the dovecotes and pigeon-houses of Herefordshire. | haven't finished the latter yet, so
| am afraid | can't lend it to anyone just now. And it is an interesting game to ponder
over why X gave me a particular book - what does that imply they think about me?

"Running until you are 100+" was given to me by our son Andy! When | went for a jog
with Andy back in October he seemed to think it normal to run and talk at the same
time - | suggested | could do one or other but not both! But to be serious, the book is
a very good present, because | do want to improve my overall level of fitness, and
regular running is one of the approaches | will be using - although maybe not until I'm 100!

We know that St Paul uses the image of running in his epistles, and in fact he uses it in writing to three different churches. He
reminds us in 1 Corinthians chapter 9 to "run so that you may obtain" the prize, which is our future in heaven! There is no
doubt that all those who are hoping to win medals in London this summer have been preparing and training, and dedicating
themselves to that aim. Paul is urging his readers to do the same - to take their spiritual wellbeing, and their spiritual focus,
seriously.

Ash Wednesday falls on February 22nd this year, so this is the right time to be thinking about our
purpose, our direction - and indeed our discipline - as those who have an end in mind, an outcome at
the end of our lives. Our Lent evening services this year (see separate article in this month's Update)
are intended to help us look at some aspects of our call to follow Christ, and the images used in the
Bible about fighting, about discipline, in our spiritual lives. | have entitled the course "Fighting the flab"!

In that glorious passage about faith in Hebrews 11 and 12, the author reminds us of all those men and
women of faith who through the generations have commended for the way they have lived their lives.
And the passage goes on, in verses 1 and 2 of chapter 12, to sum all this up so beautifully. Verse 2
reminds us of the direction and goal, "looking to Jesus". And verse one urges us to take this seriously,
to lay aside things that slow us down and drag us back, and to "run with endurance the race that is set
before us".

Watching athletes compete for gold this summer will be at times compelling. Watching God's saints
running faithfully, with their eyes on their Lord, is heart-warming, encouraging and challenging.

May we, this Lent, cheer each other on!
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Lent Course Contact Detalls

Sunday evenings in Lent, 27th Feb -1st April, 6.30pm I Parish Office:

(venues vary according to our usual pattern) I Carolyn Hattersley, Parish Administrator,
"Fight the Flab" : 24 St James’ Road, Here.ford, I.-IR1. 2QS. .
| Tel: (01432) 276320 email: spsjoffice@btinternet.com

The series is intended to unpack a little of what is meant | The deadline for items for our weekly Sunday notice sheet
by the baptismal charge, declared even over the | is Thursday at 10.30am.
|

youngest child candidate, to
"fight valiantly under the banner of Christ". | UPDATE Co-ordinator Diana Thomas
The six evenings have been give the I dianathomas@btinternet.com
following titles and themes : The deadline for items for UPDATE is the 20th of each month;

1) Signed up to fight - the baptismal call to fight | Please email them to Diana.

2) Human nature - good or bad? St Paul and the sinful

nature

3) Aliens on earth - here but our hearts are in heaven

4) On the victory side - the significance of the cross

5) Diet and exercise - keeping spiritually fit

6) The world turned upside-down - Christ and
contemporary culture

|

I For all of this and more look on

| our website: www.spsj.org.uk

: Website items to Peter Massey pwmassey@btinternet.com

: Why not join our Facebook community?
| For more details contact Jeremy Wilding.

|
I Organising a church event?

Do please COMeE | Then please email Diana for our new guide to give
. . . : your event a flying start!
and join us if |
All contact name details mentioned in UPDATE

you can | are available from the Parish Office.




