 

I'm not going to give you the full text, although most of it is written - that would give the game away! - but I have been having fun recently getting ready for the town-centre Christmas service on Dec 8th. The delight is - I've been asked to speak, and if possible use three short talks. I can imagine that for some of you such an invitation would be scary in the extreme, but for me it is a real treat! There are several reasons why I am looking forward to it. First, and this won't surprise most of you, I enjoy talking! Second, I love Christmas and most of what it stands for. Third, I get a chance to - in fact, more than that I am expected to - do something a bit different! And that's where the fun really begins - and also where the theology has to be checked out.

 

The enjoyment I am having is that I have been watching and noting advertising slogans, and seeing in what ways I can conscript them for the task. But as there will be prizes I'll only give you one glimpse of what (I hope!) will happen. There is a massive spend on TV advertising in the run-up to Christmas with the strap-line 

"Believe in better"

which is to prompt you and me to buy ???? product (we'll have no product placement in the parish Update sheet!).

 

But that should be our cry - loud and clear - believe in better! That's what the love of God shown at Christmas tells us - we can now - because of Jesus - believe in the love for every one of us  - believe in better! And that he has a plan and purpose for us - believe in better!

 

Oh, I promised you some theology. Well, here it is. How do people hear the Gospel and respond to it? Not by the trickery of the preacher, that's for certain. No, it is God who open ears, God who brings his word to life, God who convicts. So whilst I am happy to put in some work to do my best to make what I say attractive, relevant, even possibly amusing, what I really want us to be praying is that in all  our Christmas events it will God's voice that is heard, God's love that is

seen. 

May his word bring life to many hearts this Christmas.

 

