Paul's Ponderings March 12

I consider myself fortunate in that I was never in my childhood surrounded by superstitious people, so I've never had to worry about ladders, or mirrors, or black cats - or even, in a memorable moment in Shropshire, of the (serious to the person who accosted me!) obvious perils of pointing at a rainbow! So I am quite content to realise that this spring it will be thirteen - yes 13! - years since we moved to Hereford. Having spent 14+ years in our last home we realise that we have been fortunate to be able to live in such beautiful places, whilst recognising that for so many Herefordians actually 13 (yes, that number again!) years is not very long at all!

I haven't counted back over every article I have written over those years, and checked the content of each one, but I know that it feels as if there has been one dominant theme in the over-one-hundred pieces I have written, and that is building. Not surprising, I suppose, knowing how much of these 13 years have been taken up with discussions, plans, disappointments and decisions about St Peter's fabric and future. But I trust that the articles have been as much - if not more - about the spiritual dimension of our task as with the physical aspects. Jesus' promise to "build the church" is fundamental to all this, as is the truth that he himself, Jesus, is the "sure foundation" for our faith. And the fact that we are "being built into a temple" where God dwells by his Spirit has been inspiring through these years.

We are nearly there! Within nine weeks of this being published the building work should be - phase one at least - complete. We will have (please!) a time of "rest from our labours" with regard to this major project. But of course although there is "rest" in God's gift to his people, expressed so beautifully in Jesus' words in Matthew to those who are weary, there are also good works which God has prepared in advance for us to do.

So I trust we enter this next phase with rejoicing and thankfulness for all that God has done and is doing., and in that find a measure of rest and peace. Philippians 4 tells us to bring thanksgiving and requests - and that God's peace can guard our hearts - wonderful. From that base we can approach the future with the cry on our lips - "Build your church, Lord!"

