
CHURCH CONTACT DETAILS 
ST PETER’S, ST JAMES’  

WITH ST OWEN AND ST BARNABAS 
PARISH OFFICE 

TELEPHONE 01432 276320  
EMAIL: office@spsj.org.uk or paul-

towner@ukgateway.net 
Office open: Monday, Tuesday & Friday  

8.30am-1pm,  
Thursday 8.30am - 12.30pm 
Closed on a Wednesday 

Deadline for items for weekly Sunday  
newsletter by Thursday 10.30am, please. 

UPDATE co-ordinator Diana Thomas 
dianathomas@btinternet.com 

Deadline for items for monthly UPDATE to Diana 
by the 20th of each month please 

Please remember to collect a  
PRAYER FOCUS FOR FEBRUARY 

sheet from the back of church. 

  
Monthly Parish Prayer Meeting 
Tuesday 16th February 2010 @ 7.30 pm.  

St. Peter’s Church House. 
 

ALL WELCOME. 

UPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATE    
THE MONTHLY NEWS BULLETIN FOR THE LIVING 

STONES OF ST PETER’S, ST JAMES’  
AND ST BARNABAS’ 

February 2010 

St. Peter's Sunday services have moved 

into Church House just for the winter.  

Licensing of new Lay Reader 
We are delighted to announce that the 

Bishop of Hereford  
will be coming to  

St Peter's 
for the evening service on  

February 14th, 
 

to license  
Sue Vaughan as a 
Reader to serve in 
these churches. Sue 

has previously 
served as a Reader 
in her previous 

parish in Swindon, 
and we are thrilled 
that she will be 
joining our team. 

    
    

Book Night with Jonathan CooreBook Night with Jonathan CooreBook Night with Jonathan CooreBook Night with Jonathan Coore    
    

Jonathan Coore will read from his novel  
 

‘ The Shoe Shine ProphetThe Shoe Shine ProphetThe Shoe Shine ProphetThe Shoe Shine Prophet’     
 

at 8pm on Friday 12th Feb 2010  
at St James Church.   

£5 entry  
including coffee/tea and puddings.   

 
In aid of Hereford Open Door.In aid of Hereford Open Door.In aid of Hereford Open Door.In aid of Hereford Open Door.    

 
Don’ t miss this exciting opportunity to Be there 
at the first public reading of Jonathan’ s novel! 

Your Kingdom Come Your Kingdom Come Your Kingdom Come Your Kingdom Come 6.30 pm each Sundaypm each Sundaypm each Sundaypm each Sunday    
    

A short series of evening reflections for LentA short series of evening reflections for LentA short series of evening reflections for LentA short series of evening reflections for Lent    
    

   Feb 28th    Praying for peace  St Peter's 

   Mar 7th  Caring for the earth  St Barnabas' 

   Mar 21th  Seeking social justice St Peter's 

   Mar 28th  What kind of King?  St James' 



 
 

MAIN 
SUNDAY 
SERVICE 

TIMES  

 YOUTH ZONEYOUTH ZONEYOUTH ZONEYOUTH ZONE    
St James’ 

Sunday School 
During the 10.30 service,  

we welcome youngsters old 

and new between the  

ages of 3 – 11  

to join our groups.  

d2bd2bd2bd2b (Dare to Believe)  (Dare to Believe)  (Dare to Believe)  (Dare to Believe)     

School years 7 to 9School years 7 to 9School years 7 to 9School years 7 to 9  
St. James’ Church 10.30am.  

 

A church based youth group, we meet 
every Sunday morning during term times. 

St. Peter's  
Explorers 

on Sunday mornings 
during the 10:30 

service -  
for ages 7-11+. 

ACCESS ACCESS ACCESS ACCESS for school years 10-13  
For more info call  Andy Clark on 07590 617738 

Paul's Ponderings  
Christmas hadn't even happened when a letter arrived from the Bishop, asking me to 
think about what I would be doing in Lent! Then I started counting, and realised that 
with Ash Wednesday being mid-February, I needed some plans in place fairly early in 
the New Year! 
 

The "Big Idea" from the Bishop is, in his own words, that he is "calling publicly for Ash 
Wednesday (17 February) to be a day of prayer and fasting across the Diocese.  What 
I have in mind is to encourage every member of our congregations, and others who 
wish to respond to the call as well, to mark the day with extra prayer either in their 
homes, at work or maybe by coming into their church building." Of course we want to 
affirm any  call to take prayer seriously, so you will find on the website a plan for events throughout the day 
in St Peter's. 
 

But we may also ask what outcomes might come from such a day, and here I am afraid that the Bishop has 
left us (so far at least) on our own. So let's go back, as always, to scripture. Jesus is recorded in both  
Matthew (chapter 7) and Luke (chapter 11) encouraging his disciples to pray by reminding them how  
generous their loving Father is, and telling us that our Father in heaven loves to give both "good 
gifts" (Matthew) and "the Holy Spirit" (Luke) to those who ask! 
 

So what might the outcomes be? Let's ask God to guide our prayers, so that we may use such a promise 
wisely, and in a godly way - and Romans 8 encourages with the promise that the Holy Spirit intercedes 
"according to the will of God". Let's get praying! 

Clergy Corner by Sharon Elson. 
It’s funny how tunes or words of songs slip into our mind and seem to linger there all day. The words, “I 
shall enter His courts with thanksgiving in my heart” rattled around in my brain for most of the day, an 
unbidden but very welcome song of praise to the Lord.  
 

I was reading recently of a couple who always turned up for church late.  When the  minister asked why 
they replied that they didn’t like the singing part of the service, “we’re not great singers”. That remark gave 
the minister the opportunity to point out that part of our well being is praise and worship.   Lifting our minds 
and hearts up to God in adoration and praise enables us to leave for a while the difficulties of the day.  
Often after spending time in worship we come away with a new perspective and the difficulties seem not to 
be as difficult as we at first thought.   
 

I’m sure you have all experienced those times when prayer is hard it seems as though the ceiling has 
become lower and hinders our prayers from rising.  When that happens, the best way through is praise.  
Instead of a shopping list to God give him a song of praise, instead of words of complaint; a word of 
adoration for the beauty that  surrounds us and the love that he has lavished upon us.   
 

As Psalm 150:6 puts it “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord” 

Date St Peter’s St James’ St Barnabas’ 

Feb 7th 8.00 am & 10.30am 9.00am &10.30 am 6.30 am 

Feb 14th 8.00 am, 10.30am & 6.30pm 9.00am &10.30 am No service 

Feb 21st 8.00 am & 10.30am 9.00am, 10.30 am & 6.30pm No service 

Feb 28th 8.00 am,10.30am & 6.30pm 9.00am &10.30 am No service 


